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be selected by rotation from the register maintained by
the village. The Government of the village will be con-
ducted by the panchayat of five persons annually elected
by the adult villagers, male and female, possessing mini-
mum prescribed qualifications. These will have all the
authority and jurisdiction required. Since there will be
no system of punishments in the accepted sense, this
panchayat will be the legislature, judiciary and executive
combined to operate for its year of office.
Harijan, 26-7-42
Every village will be a republic or panchayat having
full powers. It follows, therefore, that every village has
to be self-sustained and capable of managing its affairs
even to the extent of defending itself against the whole
world. It will be trained and prepared to perish in the at-
tempt to defend itself against any onslaught from without.
Thus, ultimately, it is the individual who is the unit. This
does not exclude dependence on and willing help from
neighbours or from the world. It will be free and volun-
tary play of mutual forces. Such a society is necessarily
highly cultured in which every man and woman knows
what he or she wants and, what is more, knows that no
one should want anything that others cannot have with
equal labour.
This, society must naturally be based on truth and
non-violence which, in my opinion, are not possible with-
out a living belief in God, meaning a self-existent, all-
knowing living Force which inheres in every other force
known to the world and which depends on none, and
which will live when all other forces may conceivably
perish or cease to act. I am unable to account for my
life without belief in this all-embracing living Light.
In this structure composed of innumerable villages,
there will be everwidening, never ascending circles. Life,